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Senate needs to cool down rushed debate
on health care

By Dan Nebert « October 2, 2009
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Why are the president and the Senate in such a hurry to push through a government-run bureaucratic health
care system, without proper discussion or debate? The Obama administration now realizes that it cannot ram

Dan Nebert of Wyoming is
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expert at the University of
Cincinnati.
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big government health plan down the throat of the Senate - if they accept the traditional historic requirement o
a 60-vote majority. Democratic majority leader Sen. Harry Reid has warned that a failure to get 60 votes woulc ﬁ
lead him to "try to force through a bill with 50 senators and Vice President Joe Biden breaking the tie."
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Changing one-sixth of the American economy by having 50 senators voting yes would be a revolutionary act
more fitting of a Third World country than for the United States. Even the former Democratic majority leader

Sen. Robert C. Byrd stated (April 2, 2009) "Using the budget reconciliation process to pass health reform and
climate change legislation ... would violate the intent and spirit of the budget process, and do serious injury to
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the constitutional role of the Senate.”

When our founding fathers designed the U.S. Constitution, they proposed to guard against political power

grabs by slowing down the process of making laws. For example, they were adamant that the Senate be "a

deliberative body to slow down the passions of the House and stop mob rule from destroying freedom." In
contrast to the House, therefore, in the Senate even a small group of senators can hold up a bill by
continuously debating it, i.e. the filibuster.

There is the political story that, at the 1787 Constitutional Convention, Thomas Jefferson asked George
Washington why the framers of the Constitution had agreed to add a second chamber in Congress. "Why
did you pour that coffee into your saucer?" Washington asked him. "To cool it," said Jefferson. "Even so,"
said Washington, "We pour legislation into the senatorial saucer to cool it."

Let's hope that the current health reform and climate change bills are treated in the same (calm, cool and
collected) way - careful reading, thorough analysis and extensive discussions by the Senate and by those
of us who vote.

Read Comments
See all of the comments and quote other replies all on one page

Follow Us Anywhere

EMAIL E_ FHENLE E‘!_SL'[HI ;“l'!_\l.?
P E

Get text alerts sent to your phone

[V] Business News [¥] ohio News
E| Entertainment News E| Sports News

Enter your phone number:

ADS BY PULSE 360
Get Listed Here

Win A Year of Travel

Register on AA.com for a Chance at 12 Trips and Premiere
Tickets!

AA.com/Up-In-The-Air

The Truth About Penny Stocks

Sign up and find out how our subscribers are making
massive profits

www.PennyPic.com

AARP Auto Insurance From The Hartford

Over 50?7 Save $402 on Your Auto Insurance In Minutes w/
The Hartford.

AARP.TheHartford.com

CANET BER qairerson. G oo BHomeinder il Harmony

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com

HOME | NEWS | SPORTS | ENTERTAINMENT | LIVING | BUSINESS | COMMUNITIES | OPINION | PHOTOS & VIDEOS | OBITS | WEATHER | BLOGS & TWITTER | Site Map

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | Careers at Enquirer Media | Subscribe
Copyright ©2009 The Enquirer. All rights reserved.
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2009.

http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20091002/EDIT02/910020369/1019/EDIT/Senate+nee...

10/21/2009



